
March 7, 2017 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All Commissioners 

were present.   

Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson made 

a motion to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 16th meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson addressed the board concerning the AMC voting delegates that she was asked to get 

information on.   Donna stated that the voting delegates that were on record with AMC for 2016 were the 5 board 

commissioners along with Chris Kujava, Rick Munter and Tom Knakmuhs.  It was the consensus of the board that 

the 5 board commissioners remain as voting delegates with the addition of Kristi Nelson, Social Services Director, 

Jerilyn Swenson, Highway Engineer and Donna Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer rounding out the delegates.    

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then addressed the board regarding recovering some of the costs of processing the 

Notice of Expiration of Redemption dealing with delinquent taxes before a property moves into forfeiture.  Donna 

explained that Minnesota Statute 281.23, subd.8 allows the county to recover the costs of posting, publishing, 

mailing and serving the notice from the owner of the parcel subject to the notice.  Ms. Hanson brought forth a 

resolution suggesting the board set recoverable costs for the Expiration of Redemption at $20.00 per parcel for 

posting, $25.00 per parcel for publishing costs, $4.80 per letter for certified mailing, and sheriff’s service fee of 

$45.00 plus mileage at 50 cents per mile.   After considerable discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to 

approve resolution CR 03-07-2017-1 for recovering costs during the period of Expiration of Redemption.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote, all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then brought before the board a resolution to establish an administrative fee to offset 

some of the costs of administering a confession of judgment.  Donna stated that M.S. 279.37, subd.8 allows the 

county board to set a fee to help defray the costs of processing the confession of judgment and mailing out notices 

about paying the installments under the confession of judgment.  Following some discussion, Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to approve resolution CR-03-07-2017-2 establishing an administrative fee of $75.00 for 

each confession of judgment entered into after this date.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and upon roll 

call vote, all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then brought before the board a request from Christina Lien, Flom Township clerk, for a 

gambling permit for “Turn In Poachers” to sell pull tabs at their fundraising event being held on April 7, 2017.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the gambling permit for “Turn In Poachers” to sell pull 

tabs on April 7th.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson also brought to the board that the term of the appointment of Greg Holmvik to the Wild 

Rice Watershed Board of Managers would expire April 25, 2017.  Donna asked about advertising for this 

appointment and if the Commissioners would like to interview applicants at the April 20th board meeting.  

Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve advertising for the board appointment and that the April 20th 

board meeting would be the day for interview of applicants.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Next item on the agenda was the invoice for Interstate Engineering in regard to the survey performed related to 

purchase of land for the proposed highway department building.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland 

made a motion to pay the invoice in the amount of $2900.00 from the Building Fund.  Commissioner Hall seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.   

Teri Taylor, Human Resources, addressed the board regarding a service agreement with FirstLab to provide testing 

for drugs and alcohol according to the Personnel Policy if such a need should arise.  Teri explained that this was a 

preliminary agreement to establish that Norman County wanted to use their service and this would start the 

process moving forward.  After some discussion, the board asked Ms. Taylor to contact FirstLab with several 

questions and hoped that she would be able to come back to the board with more clarification before the meeting 

was adjourned.   

Following a short break at 10:00, Jerilyn Swenson, Highway Engineer, brought before the board an Application for 

Maintenance work on County Ditch 39, signed by Loren Eken, Steve Skaurud, Lyle Berg, and Dennis Thompson.  

Mr. Eken was in attendance and explained that they would like the portion of Ditch 39 starting at County Road 181 

at the SE corner of Section 25, Lake Ida Twp, going north about a ¼ mile and then making a 90 degree left turn and 

going west for approximately 3/8th of a mile maintained by cleaning brush and trees out, using laser equipment to 

make sure the elevation is proper from beginning to end and making sure the ditch has proper width and side 

slopes.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the petition for 

maintenance work on County Ditch 39.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



Engineer Swenson next brought before the board an Application for Maintenance work on County Ditch 75, which 

she had just received this morning signed by Daryl Chisholm, Garrett Chisholm, Matthew Chisholm and Michael 

Chisholm.  After some discussion regarding the description and location of the work requested, the commissioner’s 

asked Ms. Swenson to look into this a bit more and felt that this might be something the watershed would need to 

be involved in.  No action was taken at this time.   

The next item on Jerilyn’s agenda was a grant agreement between the State of Minnesota, Dept of Natural 

Resources and Norman County for the Ada to Polk County Line Rail Bed Project.  The grant agreement would 

provide $150,000 to refurbish three of 13 span bridges for snowmobile and OHV usage, with the county providing 

a $50,000 matching requirement.  Ms. Swenson stated that in the past she has gotten an additional grant from 

another source to help offset the matching requirement.  She has applied for such a grant, but has not received a 

confirmation of the amount of dollars to be awarded, if any.  She also stated that the agreement must be signed 

and returned within 30 days of receipt, or the agreement would be voided and the project would be delayed.  

After some discussion, the board tabled their decision until the March 16th meeting, and hope that Ms. Swenson 

will have more grant information by that time.   

Ms. Swenson also updated the board on several construction projects and stated that the advertising for bids had 

been completed and she had bid opening scheduled for March 14th.   She also noted that they have completed the 

right-of-way purchase for the County Road 161 bridge replacement project at a cost of $10,210.  Jerilyn also noted 

that they must have the trees removed for the SP 054-598-040 project before April 1st due to environmental 

regulations regarding an endangered species of bats and their nesting activities.  She expects to have late May bid 

opening with an October completion date.    

Ms. Swenson also updated the board on the transverse rumble strip placement, phase 1, involving 43 approaches 

that they had anticipated having done last fall, however, the contractor could not comply.  Diamond Surfacing of 

Rogers, MN will be placing the rumble strips, hopefully starting yet this week or early next week.   

Jerilyn also updated the board on the survey that was prepared by Interstate Engineering, stating that they are 

looking at 4.68 acres to acquire from the City of Ada.  Ms. Swenson also mentioned the Annual Township Meeting 

to be held at the Ada-Borup High School on March 10th at 1:00 pm.  She also mentioned an informational meeting 

to be held by the Sandhill Watershed District on March 13th in Fertile regarding redetermination of benefits for 

some of their ditches.   

Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of Infrastructure, updated the board as to where they were at on the purchase of a truck 

for the Highway Dept.   He also noted that they were in the process of getting bids on a motor grader.   

Jerilyn also updated the board as to the fact that the auction company had been out on Friday, March 3rd to 

inventory items for the upcoming online auction.   

Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, entered the meeting at 10:30 to update the board on the 

demolition landfill.  He stated he has not received the results on the demolition landfill testing.   

Mr. Johanson stated that he had attended the informational buffer meeting held by the Norman County Soil & 

Water Conservation District at the LRC in Halstad on Monday, March 6th.  Garry felt the meeting was well 

attended with good questions asked, and he noted that others in attendance were Commissioner Jacobson and 

Kevin Ruud of the WRWD.  He also reminded everyone that another meeting would be held in Gary at the Gary 

Legion on March 15th and he encouraged others to attend.   

Next on the agenda was a skype meeting with Camille Bessler, Court Administrator, regarding the application for a 

courthouse safety grant.  Camille explained that the Security Committee met on February 15th and would like to 

combine the Safety and Security Committee into one committee.  Ms. Bessler talked about short and long term 

goals, stating they felt at this point they would like to concentrate efforts on key card access for the third floor of 

the courthouse, as well as new panic buttons for the main courthouse and Social Services area.  Camille stated that 

they would like to request $12,000 from the county board for the 50% match required for the grant before they 

went ahead with completing the grant application.  The consensus of the board was to go ahead with writing the 

grant.   

Garry Johanson then addressed the board regarding the 2008 Expedition that he has been using that belongs to 

the Highway Dept.  He stated that the Highway Dept would like the vehicle back to use for summer help, which will 

leave Garry without a vehicle.  Garry asked the board for direction on what they would like to see him do as far as 

a vehicle is concerned.  The board asked Garry to come back with more information at the next meeting.   

Kristi Nelson, Social Service Director, presented a one-year contract between Red Lake County and Norman County 

for the shared Social Services Director.   Commissioner Gunderson signed the contract which had been approved at 

the Social Services board meeting.   

James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting at 11:00 a.m. and inquired if the board had received the e-mail 

he had sent regarding mediation on the trail issues to be held at St. Cloud on March 24th at 9:00 a.m.  

Commissioner Gunderson, Jerilyn Swenson, trail administrator, and James will attend. 



James also noted that the survey had been performed at the Highway Department, and he had sent an e-mail to 

Kari Aanenson, Recorder asking her to pull all documents from when the city received the property by eminent 

domain and then James will forward this information on to the Attorney General.   

While the attorney was present, the board pursued more discussion regarding local versus Board of Water and Soil 

Resources control of buffer zone enforcement.  No decision was made at this point.   

At approximately 11:20, Sheriff Jeremy Thornton, entered the meeting to give the board another update on what 

it was going to require to re-open the jail.  He stated he estimated the cost of equipment needed to be 

approximately $18,000, initial training for new employees and bringing current staff up to date to cost between 

$21,000 to $29,000 to get up and running, and also projected yearly training fees in the future at $8,000 to 

$10,000.  After asking a number of questions and considerable discussion, no decision was made at this time as the 

board is looking for more information from Tri-County Corrections.  Commissioner Bommersbach noted that they 

had an upcoming meeting and that he would be asking more questions of Andy at Tri-County Corrections.   

Sheriff Thornton then brought forward a billing from the Highway Department regarding snow removal for the 

Sheriff’s Dept.  He stated that in the past he has never been billed for snow removal and he felt that each 

department should not be billed for snow removal and that the courthouse campus should be considered one 

entity.  Jeremy also stated that he had not budgeted for snow removal.  After some discussion, Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to pay the snow removal bill from the Building Fund.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Sarah Kjono, Public Health Director, addressed the board at approximately 11:50 regarding an amended contract 

with Sanford Clinic North for the medical consultant services of Dr. Tim Luithle.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

made a motion to approve the amended contract with Sanford, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and 

all voted in favor.   

Ms. Kjono also brought before the board a request to allow out of state travel for a Reproductive Health 

Conference in Boston, Massachusetts, for Tammy Carlsrud.  Sarah stated the costs would be completely covered 

by grant dollars.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the out of state travel, Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

After reviewing the bills as presented, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to pay the bills as follows:  

 Road & Bridge - $53,882.24 Revenue - $21,155.06      Building - $3,131.84 

Public Health - $5,434.73       Solid Waste - $500.00       County Homes - $687.07         Total - $84,790.94 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Teri Taylor, Human Resources, then presented an agreement with FirstLab for services for alcohol and drug testing 

per the personnel policy.  This would be as a Non-DOT agreement in the amount of $250/year, with additional 

costs for actual tests provided.  After considerable discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 

approve entering into an agreement with FirstLab for alcohol and drug testing per the personnel policy, 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 12:18 p.m.   
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